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 2025 CALENDAR
JUL 3 - Monthly meeting, 6:00 P. M.

Sonic Drive In, 31st Street, Lawrence

JUL 11 - Watkins celebration of the 1920

Melburn Electric Car

AUG 7 - Monthly meeting, 6:00 P. M.

Sonic Drive In, 31st Street, Lawrence

SEP 4 - Club picnic - Centennial Park, Looking forward to the next event.

6:00 PM, bring guests for possible new

members K. L. Homolka

President

CELEBRATIONS
LRAACA WEBSITE

July 4th - Independence Day  Website:  www.lraaca.org

July 11 - Collector Car Appreciation Day        Address:   Lawrence Region AACA

July 11 - National Motor Cycle Day                         P.O. Box 442006

July 14 - Bastille Day                         Lawrence, KS 66044

July 25 - Wine and Cheese Day        Phone:      (785) 843-AACA   or

July 27 - National Parents Day        (785) 842-7982

       FAX:         (785) 843-2222
EDITOR'S NOTE

Just a friendly reminder - all items for our

newsletter are due by the 15th, monthly.

LAWRENCE REGION ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA

          FROM As                        VOLUME 28                         ISSUE 7                       JULY,  2025                             TO Zs              

Here you can find information on being a 

member, upcoming events & general 

information about the club.

Oh Boy!!, the summer events have begun.

We had a great turn-out at our first

summer outing at Sonic. Everyone

enjoyed the food, great weather, visiting,

and getting our cars out again.  

The Brandon Woods car show was a fun

event. We all enjoyed the great weather,

wonderful food, and having the Brandon

Woods residents see our cars, visit with us

about our cars and they voted for their

favorites. Jack & Deloris took first place

with their 55 Chevy and Daryl & Margaret

took third place with their 57 T-Bird.

There were several non-members that

attended the event, too.  

CLUTCH CHATTER

Hope all you Dads had a great day

Sunday.
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2025 LRAACA OFFICERS CLUTCH CHATTER is the official publi-

cation of the Lawrence Region Antique 
President: K. L. Homolka Automobile Club of America.

(785) 865-8503 CLUTCH CHATTER is published monthly

Vice President: Jack Todd and any reports, articles or pictures

(785) 919-3459 must be submitted by the 15th of the

Secretary: Margaret Barnes month.  They can be emailed to:

(785) 594-6408 kstrunkguy@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Pete Maxon Please use the above email as it goes

(785) 608-4222 directly to the Club's computer.

Shirley Cormack, Editor

715 Wellington Road

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Lawrence, Ks  66049    (785) 841-6033

(3 year terms)

COMMITTEE CHAIRS FOR 2025

Carl Peer - through 2025

(913) 856-7481    CAR SHOW - Daryl Barnes

Robert Lagerstrom - through 2026    SWAP MEET - Joe Arneson

(785) 766-9847    SCHOLARSHIP - Tony Mitchell

Darrell Workman - through 2027    TRAILER - Joe Arneson

(785) 979-4562    SUNSHINE - Barb & Dave Maycock

   CONTRIBUTIONS - Pete Maxon

   HISTORICAL - Vacant

   MEMBERSHIP - Margaret Barnes

   PROGRAMS - Jack Todd

   REFRESHMENTS - Daryl Barnes     

                                   JULY

                           CELEBRATIONS

EDITOR'S NOTE

MEMBER'S BIRTHDAYS

Lisa Petersen - July 3

Daryl Barnes - July 17

Jean Homolka - July 27

Sean Lewis - July 31Sean Lewis - July 31

MEMBER'S ANNIVERSARIES

Joe & Janice Arneson

July 31, 1971 - 54 years

If we have missed a birth or anniversary

date it is because we don't have the

information. Please ask Margaret Barnes

for the "Information Form" and return to

her. This will provide the dates to be in

your newsletter at the appropriate time.

Your Editor needs articles to put in the

newsletter, so please send anything you

have that you'd like to share. Send items

to kstrunkguy@yahoo.com (by email).
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Swap Meet:  No report.

LAWRENCE REGION AACA
MONTHLY MEETING

June 5, 2025

MINUTES: Approved as reported.

TREASURER'S REPORT: No report.

June 14 - Car Show at Garnett, Ks - No information.

Meeting adjourned,

Margaret Barnes, Secretary

DOOR PRIZE: The door prize was won by Russell Benke.  

June 14 - Car  Show at Sabetha, KS - No information.

June 13th - For the Car Show at Brandon Woods, participants are asked to come at

11:00 AM.  A BBQ luncheon will be served.   

June 14th – Eudora High School, participants to come at 9:00 AM. $10 entry fee will

be collected to benefit girls' athletics

ATTENDING: Joe/Janice Arneson, Daryl/Margaret Barnes, Russell Benke, Shirley

Cormack, Tim Cragg, Ken/Virginia Filardo, Don Fornelli, Russ/Rosie French,

Stanley/Linda Hayden, K.L./Jean Homolka, Steven Hubbard & guest Justin

Hubbard, Bob/Karen Lagerstrom, Sean Lewis/Jessica Felton, Pete Maxon,

Dave/Barbara Maycock/ Doug McNichols, Carl/Pat Peer, Jack/Delores Todd, &

Darrell Workman.

Sunshine: Tom Stallings' mother passed away. A sympathy card was signed. Motion

was made by Shirley Cormack and seconded by Rosie French to contribute $100 to

the memorial fund for Tom’s mother.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

NEW BUSINESS: The Watkins Museum is planning a special celebration on July 11th

for the 1920 Melburn Electric Car that is displayed in the Museum. The Lawrence

Region AACA has been asked to participate and provide some historical information

as the club was instrumental not only in the total restoration of the car but for the car

being moved up to the third floor. Margaret will work on gathering data for the

restoration and the move, as well as information on the manufacturing of the car.  

The regular monthly meeting of the Lawrence Region AACA was held June 5, 2025 at

the Sonic Drive In, 2401 W 31st St., Lawrence, KS. President Kay Homolka presiding.

The members were treated to a light meal and ice cream at the drive-in. Several

members drove their cars and enjoyed an evening of fellowship.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Car Show: At this time the location is still Broken Arrow Park as Daryl checked with

Lawrence Parks & Rec and they assured him that the park would be mowed for our

event. Daryl has had flyers printed for distribution, but waiting to see if a change of

venue will be necessary. Daryl has added 2 new categories, i.e., modified trucks and

motorcycles.
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Information can be found on the National AACA  website:  

QUESTION

By whom, and for what purpose?

Answer on page 9

Oct 5 - Lawrence Region AACA Car Show, Lawrence, KS

	2026 SCHEDULED NATIONALS - NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR

Feb 5-7 - Annual Convention/National Awards, Chantilly, VA

Mar 19-21 - Special Nationals, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico

                        https://aaca.org/events/category/aaca-national-calendar

All above copied with permission from the AACA Speedster

As the automobile industry was reaching

maturity the practice of "standard-volume-

pricing” was established in the 1920’s.

ADDITIONAL EVENTS FOR 2025 - NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR

Reprinted with permission from AACA Speedster

Oct 7-10 - Eastern Fall Nationals, Hershey, PA

2025 SCHEDULED NATIONALS - NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR

Oct 23-25 - Central Fall Nationals, Huntsville, AL

Jul 11 - Collector Car Appreciation Day

Jul 2-5 - Central Spring Nationals, Auburn, IN 

Jul 24-26 - Grand Nationals/Zenith, Dayton, OH

Sep 18-20 - Southeastern Fall Nationals, Corydon, IN   CANCELED
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2025 CAR SHOWS CLUB MEMBERS HAVE ATTENDED

Darrell Workman attended the Mid Nation Street Rod National Car Show in

Springfield, Missouri which was open on May 23 and 24. It was a very nice day on

Friday, but on Saturday it started to rain.  A lot. There were around 1,400 vehicles 

On Saturday, May 31, some of our car club members went to another car show in

Lecompton, Kansas. Darrell Workman, Stanley Hayden, Jack and Delores Todd and

their grandson, and Bob and Karen Lagerstrom attended the show. There was a very

big crowd there. Lecompton is the Territorial capital of Kansas and was the first

capital.

Friday, June 13th our club had a car show at Brandon Woods. The residents came

out to see the vehicles and told us about ones they had, or knew about. Lunch was

served and then residents of Brandon Woods voted for their favorite vehicles. Jack

and Deloris Todd won first prize and Daryl and Margaret Barnes won second place. I

apologize, we don't know the third couple who won the third prize. And as they say, a

good time was had by all.
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Permission to copy from Spark Plug

CINDY’S NOTE: I came across this 

educational sheet on-line. But I taught the 

mechanic we use for our cars what this 

symbol really means. He thought it was 

the check engine light. But I taught him 

it’s really a chubby helicopter! And I was 

totally surprised because I didn’t even 

know my car came with a helicopter!
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By K. L. and Jean Homolka

During our  trip to Arizona, we stayed at an RV/Park Resort in Albuquerque, NM.

They had a display of vintage campers and cars.  We thought you might enjoy seeing

them. We did. 

TRAVEL TRAILER TIME
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1931 Ad

ANSWER

To deal with the seasonal ups and downs

of General Motors’ annual sales cycles,

Donaldson Brown developed a “standard-

volume-pricing” strategy to base pricing on 

what would be sold in an average year

with an over-all return on investment of

20 percent. In addition to dampening

market uncertainties, in years when sales

grew, profits soared since prices had

previously been set on lower production

volumes. Brown worked for Pierre S.

DuPont, who was GM’s President from

1920 to 1923.

Copied with permission by Sherry Wink.

In 1856, Gail Borden Jr. finally perfected

his goal of condensing milk with a process

of removing water from the milk by

vacuum. His intent was to preserve milk

and make it shelf-stable. At the time, it

was not uncommon for contaminated milk

to cause food poisoning and even deaths

among children. Eagle Brand Sweetened

Condensed Milk was credited with

significantly lowering the infant mortality

rate in North America.                                     

When the Civil War occurred, the canned

condensed milk became a critical part of

the Union troops field rations. When                              

soldiers returned home after the war, they were full of praise about this new product

which quickly became an important part of most household’s pantries.

Interesting note: In 1931, a Borden Kitchens’ promotion offered homemakers $25 for

their original recipes. Over 80,000 recipes  were submitted.   

BRANDS WE STILL KNOW
By Sherry Wink

Reprinted with permission from The Speedster
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Printed with permission from The Spark Plug
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Thank you to the Nutzen Jolts Newsletter of the

Punxsutawney Region AACA May 2025, Indiana, PA

KNOWLEDGE IS EVERYTHING

You’ve probably heard the old tale of the engineer who charged $10,000 for fixing a

machine — $1 for turning a screw and $9,999 for knowing which screw to turn.

Well, that wasn’t just a fable. The engineer was real. His name was Charles Proteus

Steinmetz (1865–1923), and he was a genius in electrical engineering.

One day, Henry Ford ran into a serious issue at his River Rouge plant. A massive

generator had malfunctioned, and none of Ford’s top engineers could figure out what

was wrong. So, Ford called in Steinmetz.

When Steinmetz arrived, he asked for three things: a notebook, a pen, and a cot. Then

he spent two full days and nights in the plant, listening to the generator and

scribbling mysterious calculations.

Finally, he asked for a ladder, a tape measure, and some chalk. Slowly, he climbed to

the top of the generator, measured a spot, and marked it with a chalk “X”.

Then he turned to the engineers and said: “Take off this panel, unwind the coil from

this exact point, and remove 16 turns of wire.” They followed his instructions — and

just like that, the generator was humming again, good as new.

A few days later, Ford received an invoice from Steinmetz: $10,000. Surprised by the

steep fee, Ford asked for an itemized breakdown.

Steinmetz replied:

• Making chalk mark: $1

• Knowing where to put it: $9,999

This legendary story was later shared in a 1965 Life magazine letter by Jack B. Scott,

whose father had worked for Ford.

He stood just four feet tall, his body      

curved by a hump in his back and a 

crooked gait, and his stunted torso      

gave the illusion that his head, hands      

and feet were too big. But he was a      

giant among scientific thinkers,      

counting Albert Einstein, Nikola Tesla      

and Thomas Edison as friends.

Ford paid the bill. No complaints, no questions.
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Eye halve a spelling chequer

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marques four my revue

Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a quay and type a word

And weight four it two say

Weather eye am wrong oar write

It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid

It nose bee fore two long

And eye can put the error rite

It's rare lea ever wrong.

Eye have run this poem threw it

I am shore your pleased two no

It's letter perfect awl the weigh

My chequer tolled me sew.

Ed it tore ♪: Pleas four give me fore en knee

miss steaks eye maid.

SPELL CHECK
Taken from the internet
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In the vicinity of the third floor, I met the barrel coming down. This explains the

fractured skull and broken collarbone.

At approximately the same time, however, the barrel of bricks hit the ground and the

bottom fell out of the barrel. Devoid of the weight of bricks, the barrel now weighed

approximately 50 pounds. I refer you again to my weight in block eleven. As you

might imagine, I began a rapid descent down the side of the building. In the vicinity

the third floor I met the barrel coming up. This accounts for the two fractured ankles

and the lacerations of my legs and lower body.

I am a bricklayer by trade. On the day of the accident I was working alone on the roof

of a new six-story building. When I completed my work, I discovered that I had about

500 pounds of brick left over. Rather than carry the bricks down by hand, I decided to

lower them in a barrel by using a pulley which fortunately was attached to the side of

the building at the sixth floor.

Securing the rope at ground level, I went up to the roof, swung the barrel out, and

loaded the brick into it. Then I went back to the ground level and untied the rope,

holding it tightly to insure a slow descent of the 500 pounds of brick. You will note

in block eleven of the accident reporting form that I weigh 135 pounds.

Due to my surprise at being jerked off the ground so suddenly, I lost my presence of

mind and forgot to let go of the rope. Needless to say, I proceeded at a rather rapid

rate up the side of the building.

Dear Sir:

A LITTLE HUMOR

Anonymous 

I let go of the rope.

The encounter with the barrel slowed me enough to lessen my injuries when I fell onto

the pile of bricks and, fortunately, only three vertebrae were cracked.

Moral of this tale:  It doesn't pay to try to do the job alone.

I am writing in response to your request for additional information. In block number

three of the accident reporting form, I put "Trying to do the job alone" as the cause of

my accident. You said in your letter that I should explain more fully and I trust the

following details will be sufficient.

I am sorry to report, however, that as I lay there on the bricks - in pain, unable to

stand, and watching the empty barrel six stories above me - I again lost my presence

of mind.

Slowed only slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, not stopping until the fingers of my

right hand were knuckles deep into the pulley. Fortunately, by this time I had

regained my presence of mind and was able to hold tightly to the rope in spite of my

pain.
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PETER PAN AND TINKERBELL

                         A perfectly timed photo of fire taken right at the moment 
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